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XXXIII International Carlo Scarpa Prize for Gardens, 2023-2024
The Espacio Escultórico in the Pedregal de San Ángel, 
Mexico City


The documentary film

Pedregal: the story of the Espacio Escultórico

Documentary film directed by Davide Gambino
Ita/Mex, 2024, 40 mins. 
Live sound recordist: Michel Hadad
Fonico di presa diretta: Sofía Ruiz
Original music: Gianluca Bartolo e Pino Petraccia

Produced by the Fondazione Benetton Studi Ricerche, 
in collaboration with DADA Film, as one of the activities associated with the
International Carlo Scarpa Prize for Gardens 2023-2024, 
dedicated to the Espacio Escultórico in the Pedregal de San Ángel, Mexico City
First public screening scheduled for the award ceremony of the Carlo Scarpa Prize,
Treviso, Church of San Teonisto, Saturday 13 April 2024, 5pm.


Director’s notes
Pedregal: the story of the Espacio Escultórico is a documentary film that sets out to tell the story, simply and for a wide-ranging audience, of a complex and many-sided place. A landscape that is at once ancient and contemporary and whose fissured lava rock and sculpted modules of an enigmatic work of art encapsulate an age-old history.
The story of the Pedregal landscape starts with a volcanic eruption in the southern part of the Valley of Mexico around the beginning of the Classic Mesoamerican period. It developed quickly in the second half of the 20th century with the construction of the University City of the Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México (UNAM), the 1968 Mexico Olympic Games and the creation, in 1979, of the Espacio Escultórico. This, one of the most important examples of public art in Latin America, was the collective work of six artists, and brings to mind both a pre-Hispanic archaeological ruin and a futuristic science fiction construction. Still more recent years saw the creation of an ecological reserve (within which the Espacio lies) at the heart of a megalopolis, one of the most fragile and controversial in the world, Mexico City.
Through the vivid contributions of a series of interviewees, the documentary brings the many transformations of this landscape of rock and lava into perspective, but without seeking to provide categorical analyses. Rather it tries to convey the symbolic force of a place whose history invites reflection on important issues and key words of our own times: the value of history, ecosystem equilibrium, ecological awareness, militant commitment and socio-environmental justice.
Today, the Riserva Ecologica del Pedregal de San Ángel epitomises all these intrinsic realities and hands on responsibility for them to future generations, greatly aided by the 
symbolic force of the Espacio Escultórico, created within its confines at the express wish of the UNAM: a toothed ring composed of 64 concrete prisms, 120 metres across, which surrounds, protects and resonates to an expanse of lava discharged from the volcano Xitle around 2000 years ago, and to the entire adjacent landscape.



Biographical note on the director
Davide Gambino is an Italian film director and producer specialising in documentaries and TV series for the international market. 
Having graduated from the Centro Sperimentale di Cinematografia - Scuola Nazionale di Cinema, with his first work, Pietra Pesante, he was designated Best Italian Filmmaker 2012 by the New York Film Academy. In 2015 he wrote and directed Il bar del Cassarà, a television series co-produced by Rai Fiction, and also The second life, a multi-award-winning documentary film that was officially selected for screening at international festivals including Dok.Fest Munich, Warsaw Film Festival, Biografilm, Cinemambiente, and distribuited by European television companies such as ARTE France, RTBF Belgium and WDR Germany. His most recent work as writer, director and producer includes the docuseries Vendetta: guerra nell’antimafia (Vendetta: truth, lies and the Mafia), distributed by Netflix in 192 countries. 
His films aim to explore universal themes through original stories. They typically feature a determined pursuit of an alternative point of view, a distinctive visual effect and a powerful social impact. 
Davide Gambino is the founder and executive producer of Dada Film, an audio-visual production company which is active in the international market and with which he is developing innovative production and distribution processes. For the last decade or so he has worked regularly with the Fondazione Benetton Studi Ricerche, making the documentary films about the places awarded the International Carlo Scarpa Prize for Gardens.

Filmography
Vendetta: guerra nell’antimafia (Vendetta: truth, lies and the Mafia), UK/ITA, 2021, 
6 episodes x 50 mins. Docuseries.
The second life, Ger/B/Ita, 2020, 80 mins. Documentary film.
Il bar del Cassarà, Ita, 2015, 10 episodi per 10 mins. Serie TV.
Still Life, Ita, 2014, 5 mins. Short film.
Pietra Pesante, Ita, 2013, 55 mins. Documentary film.
Alberto Burri - La vita nell’arte, Ita, 2011, 45 mins. Documentary film. 
L’arte del mostrare, Ita, 2010,10 mins. Short film. 

Documentaries made as one of the activities associated with the International Carlo Scarpa Prize for Gardens, produced by the Fondazione Benetton Studi Ricerche
Pedregal: la storia dell’Espacio Escultórico, Ita/Mex, 2024, 40 mins. Documentary film 
(in progress). 
Natür Park Südgelände, Ita/Ger, 2022, 40 mins. Documentary film.
Güllüdere e Kizilçukur: la valle delle rose e la valle rossa in Cappadocia, Ita/Tur, 2020, 
40 mins. Documentary film.
I giardini del tè di Dazhangshan, Ita/Cina, 2019, 40 mins. Documentary film.
Céide Fields, Ita/Irl, 2018, 40 mins. Documentary film.
Maredolce-La Favara, Ita, 2015, 40 mins. Documentary film.

Prizes and broadcasts
Best Young Italian Filmmaker with ‘Pietra pesante’, New York Film Academy 2012.
Official Selection with ‘The second life’, Dok.Fest Munich 2020.
Nominated for Best documentary Official Selection with ‘The second life’, Warsaw Film Festival 2020.
Nominated for Premio Nuovi Talenti Official Selection with ‘The second life’, Biografilm Festival 2021.
Winner of Best documentary Official Selection, Siciliambiente Film Festival 2021. 
Winner of Best documentary Official Selection, Documentaria Film Festival 2021.
Primetime broadcast with ‘The second life’, RTBF - Radio Télévision belge 2020.
Online broadcasting platform RaiPlay with ‘Il bar del Cassarà’, RAI - Radio Televisione Italiana 2015.
Premio Pino Veneziano awards with ‘Pietra Pesante’, Pino Veneziano Award 2013
Nominated for Best TV series with ‘Vendetta: truth lies and the mafia’, Fabrique du cinéma 2021.
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